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1 What is Matrix?

Matrix is an open protocol and decentralized communication network. Rather than relying on a
single company or central server, Matrix is made up of many independent “homeservers” that can
communicate with each other over a shared network.

SIPB hosts MIT’s Matrix homeserver at matrix.mit.edu. MIT users can sign in using their
Kerberos credentials through Touchstone. Once connected, you can create or join spaces for clubs
and groups (such as the SIPB space!), create private or public chat rooms, and even automatically
join rooms for your classes through Hydrant.

Matrix also supports bridges, which allow messages to be shared between Matrix and other com-
munication platforms. For SIPB chats, the recommended method is currently to use a Matrix client
directly (this article), but many of our rooms can also be accessed through our bridges to Mattermost
and |Zephyr.

If you’re interested in improving Matrix at MIT, consider joining the Matrix team! There is plenty
of work to do making the platform easier to use, improving the onboarding experience, and building
tools that make Matrix more useful for MIT students and groups.

Once you've signed in the SIPB space, we recommend everyone to join our general discussion Matrix
rooms: Town Square, General, Office, Other, and Other Other. You should also search and

join rooms that interest you, such as project-specific rooms.

Send questions and feedback to matrix@mit.edu


matrix@mit.edu
matrix.mit.edu
https://matrix.mit.edu/classes/
https://matrix.org/ecosystem/bridges/
https://mattermost.xvm.mit.edu
https://sipb.mit.edu/doc/zephyr/
matrix@mit.edu

2 Matrix through a Browser

Go to https://matrix.mit.edu and Sign in with Touchstone.
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Figure 1: Front page of matrix.mit.edu

After you have chosen your display name, you are now in our Matrix instance, and can join spaces
— such as SIPB. Click the + symbol in the left sidebar
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© End-to-end encryption isn't enabled
Unreads  People  Rooms v Your private messages are normally encrypted, but this room isn't. Usually this is due to an
unsupported device or method being used, like email invites.

erver Notices o A
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Server Notices

SIPB Matrix created this room. This is the start of Server Notices.

® SIPB Matrix created and configured the room. expand
® SIPB Matrix invited Grumpy Fuzzball
@  sipBMatrix
Welcome
Hello, and welcome to MIT Matrix!
For best results, we recommend # pinning this tab (Right click -> Pin) on your browser, and making sure you accept receiving
notifications.
We also recommend installing the @ Element app on your ] mobile device, available in the App Store, Play Store, and F-Droid. If you
are feeling adventurous, you can try other clients as well.
Don't hesitate to DM (e SHUETGPANIRE[T) or email us at matri: it.edu if you have any i ncerns, or requests. You can
also fill out our anonymous feedback Google Form at https://forms.gle/tFjZHhVH3VRIRhgT9.
We hope you enjoy communicating on Matrix ;. e

 Grumpy Fuzzball joined the room
aaseM & Grumpy Fuzzball seta profile picture

® You do not have permission to post to this room

Figure 2: User that hasn’t joined any spaces or rooms yet


https://matrix.mit.edu
matrix.mit.edu

now we’ll look for existing public spaces (you can also create your own spaces for your own
groups or clubs)

Create a space

Spaces are a new way to group rooms and people. What kind
of Space do you want to create? You can change this later.

Public
®

Open space for anyone, best for communities

‘ Private
Invite only, best for yourself or teams

S Search for public spaces >\

Figure 3

Find and join the SIPB space!

Use (& (4 toscroll

@ Public spaces x Search

Suggestions ‘Show: Matrix rooms (matrix.mit.edu) v

® SIPB #sipbmatrixmitedu
140 Members - All welcome.
\’ Voltage #voltage:matrix.mit.edu
35 Members - Matrix server for MIT's premiere EE club, Voltage!

# OpenCode #opencodematrix.mitedu
26 Members

& MITFC smitematricmiteds
2 Members - MIT Flying Club Chat

Figure 4



Cool... you’re now in the SIPB space, but you haven’t joined any rooms! Let’s fix that. Search
and join the rooms that interest you [figure 5|. Important: Every time you want to search and
join a new room, you need to hit the SIPB Space icon in the sidebar [figure 6].

We strongly recommend you join our general discussion rooms: Town Square, General, Office,
Other, and Other Other. You should also search join projects and rooms that interest you, such as
project-specific rooms.

&8s Q search CtrlK I

n SIPB - - @ Welcome to
SIPB
Unreads People | | Rooms v
+ H g hyades © Public space - 141 members 84 &8¢ -
All welcome.
0 g Office
Qto x
H g hydrant
Results

Mg Machine Rooms
€ COVID-19 Task Force

G g General
40 members - [-c sipb -i covid-19-task-force] For us to discuss how to maintain continuity of SIPB's operations and meetings in
the presence of community isolation.
" Infracomm
33 members - https://mit.zoom.us/j/98331099037 | Add yourself to sipb-infracomm!
M Mentorship Program
57 members
R Rush Announcements
48 members - Announcements related to rush, such as activities midway and start-of-semester events
@ Matrix (SIPB Uplink)
88 members - [-c sipb -i matrix] SIPB project that intends to build a Matrix-based chat service that integrates with Athena. Task
List: https://docs.google.com/document/d/IFOVOUXTOsFNNQZ1VgfU4hWyX900MzRRAZxYhHX8LRcs/edit
O Out Of The Loop
172 members - [-c sipb -i out-of-the-loop] Have a question that you're afraid to ask? Ask away here!
T Town Square @suggested
261 members - [-c sipb -i town-square] Read [this pinned post](https://mattermost.xvm.mit.edu/sipb/pl/
jimuxzsutt8ziecsmimcidurph) for more information on the SIPB Mattermost team.
=] ¢ cloud-credits

43 members - organizing the handout of free cloud compute credits to the MIT community (aka the sipb-cloud project)
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Figure 6: Click the space icon to search and join more rooms in the space

And now you can chat with other SIPB members!



3 Joining through a mobile client

Go to https://matrix.mit.edu on your mobile phone, and download the Element app.

Own your conversations

Secure and independent communication that
gives you the same level of privacy as a face-to-
face conversation in your own home.

Create account

Figure 7: Initial screen of the Element app. Tap
I already have an account

Welcome back!

Where-your conversations live

matrix.mit.edu

Username / Email / Phone

Continue with Touchstone

Figure 8: Edit the homeserver address to ma-
trix.mit.edu, then tap Continue with Touch-
stone (you don’t need to put any username or
password here).


https://matrix.mit.edu

All chats

Q Search

Grumpy Fuzzball
Grumpy Fuzzball: Howdy-do

Gabriel R.

Luis Turino: ah | found the information at /afs/...

docs 14:54
Luis Turino: shall we make the cname sipb-pr...

PeerTube 116
Luis Turino: peertube.mit.edu should now be a...

Machine Rooms
X,y): This is probably because of all the contai...

XY
Luis Turino: nice

LLMs Thu 19:29
X,y | tried qwen3.8 on BOSS-BABY + OpenC...

Other Other

almonds: good omen? yippeé€

Executive Committee 26

All chats

Q Search

Grumpy Fuzzball
Grumpy Fuzzball: Howdy-do

Gabriel R.

Luis Turino: ah | found the information at /afs/...

docs 14:54
Luis Turino: shall we make the cname sipb-pr...

PeerTube 11116
Luis Turino: peertube.mit.edu should now be a...

Machine Rooms Yesterday 22:12

X,y): This is probably because of all the contai...

X,y
Luis Turino: nice
N Ms Start chat

X,y tried
Create room

Other Othz  create a space
almonds: gc

) Explore rooms
Executive C_.... ... __ __

Figure 9: Once you have logged in through Touch- Figure 10
stone, you will see All chats (which will be mostly
empty for you). You need to join the SIPB space.



Q Not looking at the SIPB space
All chats

Q Search

Matrix Network

Help

@ 151 This is SIPB's help chann...

Grumpy Fuzzball
""NO Grumpy Fuzzball: Howdy-do

SIPB
@ 141 All welcome. Gabriel R.

Luis Turino: ah | found the information at /afs/...
Free Food

@ 65 Bridged with free-foods@... docs 14:54
Luis Turino: shall we make the cname sipb-pr...

General MIT chat

0 PeerTube 1:16

Luis Turino: peertube.mit.edu should now be a...

Voltage

@ 35 Matrix server for MIT's pre... Machine Rooms Yesterday 22:12
X,y): This is probably because of all the contai...

OpenCode

® 26 X,y
Luis Turino: nice

OpenCode Hangout

® 18 LLMs Thu 19:29
x,y): | trled gwen3.8 on BOSS-BABY + OpenC...

OpenCode Announcements

® 15 Other Other
al’nonds: good omen? yippee

Matrix Help
Executive Committee 26

Figure 11: You will see the SIPB space, hit join! Figure 12: You might still not be seeing the SIPB
space, even though you joined. Click on the
Spaces icon in the left corner.



You're now looking at the SIPB space!

All chats

SIPB

Q Search

Grumpy Fuzzball Grumpy Fuzzball

Grumpy Fuzzball: Howdy-do

“x

Gabriel R. Gabriel R.

Luis Turino: ah | found the information at /afs]/...

docs 14:54
Luis Turino: shall we make the cname sipb-pr...
My spaces PeerTube

Luis Turino: peertube.mit.edu should now be a...
@ Allchats
Machine Rooms

X,y): This is probably because of all the contai...

XY
Luis Turino: nice

LLMs

x,y): | tried
. Add room

Other Othe  create a subspace
almonds: gc

Explore SIPB
Cluedumbs

Figure 13: Now actually switch to the SIPB space. Figure 14: On the top, you will now see “SIPB”
as the name of the space. You can now tap the
right corner room icon and Explore SIPB rooms.



Town Square

nembers

Figure 15

Now search and join all the rooms that you
want!

We strongly recommend you join our general
discussion rooms: Town Square, General, Of-
fice, Other, and Other Other. You should also
search and join projects that interest you, such as
project-specific rooms.
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